
 

Pesticides, Chemicals and Organic Gardening 

On June 30th it became illegal to sell slug pellets containing 
Metaldehyde for outdoor use. Individuals have until next year June 
30th 2020, to use/dispose of them, this is because it has been shown 
that they can pose a risk to rivers, streams and all wildlife. 

So, what can we use/do instead?   

 Slug pellets classed as ‘organic’ contain Aluminium sulphate and pose 
minimum risk to wildlife.  

 Beer traps – slugs get trapped in, get intoxicated and drown happy. 

 Crushed eggshells, pistachio shells, ash and sawdust create a barrier 

 Copper tape/rings give slugs a small electric shock. 

 Old planks of wood between rows of vegetables create a 
barrier. 

 Empty grapefruit skins – slugs hide in them and can be 
collected. 

 Wool pellets 

 Water early morning- slugs like to come out in the evening and find it 
easier to crawl on wet earth. 

PESTICIDES AND CHEMICALS. RHS website. Most pesticide and chemicals, if 
misused can have serious consequences to people, animals, insects and birds. 
Companion planting is one way of avoiding chemicals. Aim to be organic if 
possible 

https://www.nsalg.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/wildlife_on_allotments1-Natural-ngland1.pdf 

The above is a great leaflet which has loads of information in about companion 

planting, how to encourage wildlife in your garden, so that less pesticides need to be 

used- the animals, insects and birds control the ‘baddies’ for us. 

     Grass Snake. On Decoy allotment recently - first aid was called for 

as a grass snake had got entangled in netting. Enter one very brave 

woman, who came armed with scissors to cut the netting away and 

rescue the snake and released it unharmed.  

This an adder – to be avoided.  

NETTING- can be dangerous to many animals. i.e. frogs, slow worms, hedgehogs 

and grass snakes.  If you leave a gap at the bottom it gives the latter room to get 

free. Remove it after the growing season as birds and hedgehogs can get among 

the fruit bushes for pest larvae.  Meryl Basham. 

https://www.nsalg.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/wildlife_on_allotments1-Natural-ngland1.pdf

