
 

JUNE NEWSLETTER 2020 
With many new members joining, and the purchase of mowers, 

strimmers, chain saws, rotovators even small tractors being 

purchased to help them keep their plot and communal areas tidy on 

the increase, we feel that it would be a good idea to give some 

basic safety tips which it is up to the individual to adopt, but would 

be in their best interests to do so. 

NADCAA is not responsible for any such equipment, or any damage or injury 

caused by the user of any such equipment.  

Communal areas are mowed / strimmed by members as per the Tenancy 

Agreement using their own petrol, this is not supplied by or paid for by 

NADCAA. 

Before using any equipment- Check the oil and the petrol (if the machine hasn’t 

been used for several months it is unlikely that the petrol will start the 

machine, add new petrol), check the plugs, clean and or replace. 

Strimmers - Wear appropriate protective footwear, gloves and goggles or a full 

face visor with ear defenders. Some weeds have sap which many are allergic to, 

so wear long sleeves and trousers when strimming weeds. Always turn the 

machine off before inspecting / maintaining it. Stones thrown up by strimmers 

can travel as far as 30 yards, so be aware! look at where your fellow members 

are standing and strim away from them and be wary of parked cars 

(windscreens have been damaged). 

Rotovators - Wear steel capped boots and gloves and turn the machine off 

before inspecting / maintaining it. 

Chain Saws - You should have a certificate if you are using a chain saw, you 

should wear mesh trousers, steel capped boots, chain mail gloves and a helmet 

with visor and ear protectors and turn the machine off before inspecting / 

maintaining it. 

Mowers - Wear appropriate footwear and turn the machine off before 

inspecting / maintaining it. 

Tractors - Wear appropriate footwear and be aware of all members / vehicles / 

water troughs etc., turn the machine off before inspecting / maintaining it. 



The Wildlife Area at Decoy is starting to attract new 

wildlife. In May we have seen the first male Hawker 

Dragonfly and its mate which has a yellow body, we have 

also seen hundreds of damsel flies. 

 

From the Chairman – Sadly I must inform you of the passing of former Vice 

Chairman and Shop Volunteer Roy Tucker. He was a member for many years, a 

keen supporter of the Association and all in all a very nice man. A Saville Row 

tailor by trade he made suits for the rich and famous the Sultan of Brunei to 

name but one. Our thoughts are with his family. 
 

Covid_19 Update - On behalf of the Management Committee I want to thank all 

of the members for their vigilance during this pandemic. You are the reason the 

fields have remained open, if you had failed to follow the Emergency Measures 

then we would, without doubt, have been closed down. I know there is much 

debate regarding the relaxing of lockdown, for your own safety and the safety 

of your gardening colleagues please carry on as you have been for the last three 

months, we don’t want to have an outbreak after working so hard to avoid one. 

Cut down Committee Meetings are going ahead by Zoom and we continue to deal 

with the most pressing issues on your behalf. 
 

Sadly due to a serious back complaint Treasurer Anna Taylor has tended her 

resignation. This is a huge blow to the Association because she has really 

brought us into the 21st Century regarding rents and online payment of bills. 

This would normally be dealt with at an AGM but at the moment we are unable 

to hold one. Secretary Steve Garlick has taken over the day to day accounts 

and Anna has said she will help out until we can find a replacement. If you have 

an accountancy background and would like to be Treasurer please contact the 

Secretary. On behalf of the entire Committee I want to thank Anna for her 

huge contribution to moving the Association forward. 
 

I have been proposed as Chairman of the new National Allotment Society South 

West Regional Panel and also been asked to become Deputy South West Rep. 

for the NAS, a request I have said yes to at this time. It is my hope that the 

new regional panel will be able to get more allotments allocated to all of the 

planning applications that are currently going through. 

Tim Callard 



NEWS WELCOME TO CHRIS MURCH who is now Field Manager with Mike 

Daniel for Decoy and welcome back to Jane Sturley who has taken over the 

post of Membership Secretary. Both posts will be voted on at the AGM when 

we can hold it. IMPORTANT: The Membership Secretary’s Phone Number has 

changed the new number is – 07387 638782. 

 

To all the people who have been helping on the allotments of 

those people who have been isolating or cannot get to the 

allotment because of their health. I am sure your kindness is 

much appreciated, and the allotments are looking good. Thank 

you so much.  

SHOP - LATEST NEWS We are having a 

delivery of 4.8-metre-long boards (extra-long) @ 

£9.50 each. We still have free onions and seed 

potatoes if anyone still wants some. All the usual 

stock. 

Ideally please contact Ferai (Shop Manager) at 

fakyol@hotmail.co.uk or telephone: 07718 335677 to 

arrange time to pick up. 

Payment is by BACS – 

Bank details:  NADCAA  

Sort code 09-06-66 

Account:43194334 

Ref: Field Name /plot e.g. BRADLEY8A. 

Cheques payable to: NADCAA  (Please put Surname, Field and Plot on the back)  

Ferai would really like two more shop volunteers for next year, ideally from 

Coach Road or Bradley, please contact him if you are interested.  It only works 

out about once a month for a couple of hours and you can make yourself a cup of 

tea or coffee for free! You also get to know a lot more people on the allotments 

and it is amazing what tips you pick up. 
 

Thank goodness for some rain my arms were getting like an 

orangutans! 

Take Care.  Meryl Basham. 
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